Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/06/30 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600040309-5 | ‘

FORM NO. v
DEC 1951 5148

U.8, 0fficials only

SECRET
SECURITY INFORMAT 10N

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

INFORMATION REPORT 50X1-HUM

COUNTRY Czechoslovakia

SUBJECT leopoldov Prison

PLACE
(BY s¢

DATE A
{(BY sg

DATE DISTR. 31 July 1953
DATE (

NO. OF PAGES 3

TH18 OCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION APPECTING YHE AT;OMAL O XS]

OF THL UNITED STATES. wilhin THE MEANING OF TITLE 48, secrions yesf

AMO 794, OF TnE u.s. CODEL. Ay AMEWDIO. 113 TRANSHISSION OR ACYE.

LATION OF (3 CONTENTI YO OR RECEIPT By an UNAUTNOAS ZED PERSON 1 5
R_AY ML BErR0 2 »0 2

) v

NO. OF ENCLS.

i e . SUPP, O
THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION REPORT NO.

3. Leopoldov Pewnost (F ortress) was built in 1669 during the reign of King Leopold
as a fortress and bastion against the Turks who conducted raids as far as Slovake
ia,. Later'the fortress was used 2s a military arsenal ang sbill later it wasg
converted into g prison, After 1948 the Leopoldov fortress was used as a prison
only for criminals with heavy sentences for major crimes,

2. In order to eliminate the harsh sound of the 'prison!, the Communist regime in

1950 renamed it "The Pengy Institute for ilen at Leopoldov!, The im
nates of this
so=called Penal Ingtitute are mainly political prisoners m.xose onrly crime is

3. ?_}f_nwnber of nricencrz in f2e53doT Sy vonstany and comprises betwmen 800 to
SV mEni,  ihey are housed settions and old roomg which at one time served as
grard rooms for men-atearms, Seme 25 to 30 men are confined to each room ‘though
at various times prisoners are placed in solitary confinement, i

ke The prison containe some infamous dungeons which were hollowed out of the castle
walls, Into these holes, prisoners who ‘resigt prison discipline or have attempted
escape are cast, They are subject to torture in these dungeons and anyone who ig
finally released is returned in a state of ruined health,

3. The institution contains the following work shops in which pri .
v ; € e i 4G prisoners are compelled
to wark eight hours daily in accordance with Commmnist norms: i

(a) Basket Shop, where reed furniture and various ornamental things are made,
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;. :rg:;tz:'; F; a;tg;'y, (fomerly‘ Sv;Lt) which at one time way privately owned,
ey vami:hegrslalo:n:::p:iﬁi dT?: pi'lil,soners who work there are cabinet
) 1le other woodworking 4
manufactures the finest of furniture and various officg egig;riéntThis shop

L]

Rug Plant where various kindg of rugs, quilts, and covers are woven,
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{d) Axt Workshcp where only the prisoners with artistic taleni are employed.

“(e)  Plant Workshop where prison furniture only is repaired and where tables, benches
and o on 1or the use of the prisoners are made,

{f} Meta) Working Shop for the repair of prison squipment, pewier plates, kettles, etc. ,

(g) Tailor Ship, where the prisoners! clothes are repaired, naw ones made, and uniforms
stiched, '

(h) Bakery where bread for the entire prison is mude as vell as for the Guards' Canteen,

(1) Laundry where the prisoners' underclothes are washed. They receive a change of
underclothes once a month,

(3) Jute mill which is located in a building next to the old school, Prisoners with
only the heaviest sentences work here, mamifacturing sacking and coverings for
barrels. They also shell beans and peas for the kitchen,

(k) Administration where prisoners work in the office and various other departments
doing clerical work,

{1) Institute Writing Room where prisoners copy judicial papers, etec, reoeived from
the.district courts.

Other prisoners work as gardeners in the prison gardens aaring for the vegetabie plots,
as laborers on the roads outside of the prison gates, as sto sons repairing and re-
modeling the prison buildings; and as corridor-men /janitoral/swesping the cell blocks,
corridors, courtyard etc.

6. All prisoners are compelled o work except those certified by a physician as sick enough
to be transferred to the prison infirmary., After working hours there is an hour .of
exercise during which the prisoners walk in a circle three or five abreast under the
constant supervision of the guards.

. Prison rations are poor but sufficient to sustain 1ife, In the morning the prisoners
recelve black coffee and at seven c'clcck begin work., At noon dinner is dished cut in {
| the corriders into plates. Usually it consists of soup, beans or peas, potatoes or
carrcts, and, three times weekly, five decagrams of meat generally in the form of
goulash, At one o'clock the siren screams again and the prisoners return to their work.
At four o’elock work is over and the hour's exercise begins, This walking in the
courtyard scmetimes iasts only a half-hour. After that, the prisoners enter the cells
where supper is dished cut, after which comes inspection and lock-up.

8, By seven cfcleck all prisoners must be in their cells where the commander of the. de-
partment. tcgether with the guard, counts the prisoners and examines their physieal
condition, after that, the guard- lonks the door and the prisoners mst remain in their
cells until nine c'clock. They may read, talk, or ctherwise amuse themselves, providing
there {8 ne strife or noise, At nine o'clock & bell rings and all the men must get into
their cots and gc to sleep. The large 1ight in each room is extinguished but a small
one is left burning, sc that the cells are 1lluminated all night and the gua'd walking
the corridor can readily see what is going on in e-"h cell,

9. The above 5 the order of the day and any deviation or disrupti.s is punished by the
taking away of such privileges as writing or receiving visitcrs, Sometimes the punish-
ment is mere severe, such as the discontinuance of ratious fu- a day. Visitors are
permitted only in very special instances. The family must write to the Commandant »f
Wie Tasbituie aud if o permii is graoied 1t s5ies on it enst duy snd bour, amno ror now
many minutes the visitor may stay, The ccmmandant approves the request for a vigit only
if such a privilege was proposed by the mansger of the workshop to which the prisoner
is assigned,

10, gach priscner, upon arrival at the prison and before he is issued & uniform, is examined
by the management ¢ DY the Comdﬂnt and finally by the Classificerion Commission. The
Commission is headed by the Commandant, comnsists of the Enligntnment Officer and the
Commandant's assistanrts., The Commission inquires 2bout the prisoner's name, naticnaiity,

hio santanca.  and what. Oount vecaad santanse  whathan o Giate on L’istric* "““"'2... Thas

alsc ask him to givre a short summyry of his crime. This heu:ing governs the stamp
placed upon his commitment papers; either an "O" which means Ostrov: Jachymov, or "HUB"
which means the =nal rines in Handlova, Thus the priscner learns wiat will become of
iii. Tecinicians, mechanics ané wradesmen are usually Xept 1n Lecpoldov and put to
work in the wvaricus shops there.

il. Fach month a contmmt of Leopoldov prisomire, about 150 men, is sent to the Jachymov
Uranium mines and the terwinal station at Ostrov. Alsc about 100 to 150 mem are sent
regulariy each zunih ¢ the Handlova oG8l minss. Prisomers with ilghter sentenses s:e
pleced in various. forced labor camps :nd yuarries, £or instance: Skladana S‘nlh. Quarry;
Vodmcy near Nitre, a State Farm; Sucany, & briqk-'ytrd Pesinok, & br:lck«ytrd Piesu.ny
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3 A ‘Brickyard and sewmlll; Zilina, a sewsill and fastevy; and all over Slovekia where

- the civilian employees are supplemen fasterys . /
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